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From Father Simon+
I had to stop the car as I pulled out of 
the rectory driveway. I wound down 
the window. Was I seeing things? No I 
wasn’t! There they were. They had ap-
peared again. How they had managed 
in the cold and with the hard earth be-
neath I do not know but they had. I am 
talking about the snowdrops. They had 
burst forth, exploded out of the earth 
and they stopped me in my tracks. I had 
not noticed them even growing and yet 
they had and there they are now as I 
type this letter in all their glory growing 
outside my study window.

Bursting out, bursting out of the earth 
reminds us of Jesus bursting out of the 
tomb, out of death. The Gospel writer 
tells us about the tomb being sealed 
but Jesus couldn’t be kept shut in, 
could not be locked in. Resurrection 
and Easter point us to a daily truth that 
‘you cannot keep a good God down’ as 
my ordaining Bishop used to say. You 
cannot keep God locked in and trapped. 
God is the one who bursts out in all the 
unexpected places.

In our parish God has been bursting 
out all over the place. In people’s love 
and care for each other, in new mem-
bers, new ideas, in lively liturgy, in 
all the volunteer work and dedication 
shared to make the parish keep grow-
ing. In meetings, in services, in classes. 
God is bursting forth to inspire and 
encourage.

In our individual lives and families God 
is there bursting forth too in so many 
different ways. In all these ways God 
has been there all the time it is just 
we are too busy, too preoccupied to 
notice. I end with an illustration about 
Judy Garland that Father Harry Williams 
wrote about in the hilarious and deeply 
moving account of his life “Some Day I’ll 
Find You.”

He had been fed up and so went to the 

movies and saw Judy Garland’s film 
‘A star is born’. In it he says she kept 
trying to make her mark three or four 
times and failed completely. She was 
giving up all attempts at her stage ca-
reer. Then this matriarchal woman gave 
her a talking too about the necessity of 
perseverance. She said that the road to 
success was always marked with fail-
ures along the way and she had to be-
lieve in herself and press on and keep 
trying. Father Williams said that while 
he was watching the movie the words 
of the woman came to him as the voice 
of God. He writes “in the thrill I was 
aware of God’s presence with me in the 
cinema giving me new life and inspir-
ing me with new courage. To speak to 
me deeply and powerfully seemed gro-
tesquely funny. There was no knowing 
where God would explode next.”

He concluded “On my way home I 
looked about me for somebody to slip 
on a banana skin. But nobody did, God, 
apparently, had exploded enough for 
one day” Sisters and Brothers, my dear 
friends, co disciples and family of God 
let us live more in tune and attentive 
to our Easter God who explodes and 
bursts forth in the most surprising and 
unexpected ways. This Lent I am keep-
ing a list with the title “Where I see God 
at work”. That title covers what I experi-
ence in society and community, church, 
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Kate Scefonas joined the staff of St. John’s of 
Lattingtown after spending several years devoted 
to philanthropic organizations such as AmeriCorps, 
Habitat for Humanity and CancerCare, among 
others.

Kate graduated with a B.A. from 
Fordham University, double 
majoring in Theatre Production 
(Stage Management) and 
Communications.  Upon gradu-
ation, Kate worked in New York 
City as an Assistant Agent for 
The Gage Group Talent Agency, 
a firm that works with Broadway 
clients, while stage managing 
several Off-Broadway plays in 
her spare time. 

Yearning to make a difference 
in people’s lives, Kate decided 
to leave her comfortable job at 
Gage to volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity in Georgetown, 
South Carolina as a Family 
Services Coordinator.  Habitat 
for Humanity is a nonprofit, 
ecumenical Christian ministry 
founded on the conviction that 
every man, woman and child 
should have a decent, safe and 
affordable place to live.  Kate has helped build 
houses with Habitat in South Carolina, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Alabama, as well as New York.  Before 
moving back to New York at the end of her pro-

gram, Kate co-organized and lead an interna-
tional mission in which Habitat for Humanity built 
houses in Northern Ireland.

Kate returned to New York to continue her philan-
thropic work with CancerCare, a national nonprofit 

organization that provides free, 
professional support services to 
anyone affected by cancer.  Kate 
left CancerCare to raise Wyatt, 
her beautiful baby boy who was 
born on February 9, 2008.  

Kate’s other passions include a 
healthy appetite for traveling, 
sailing, and writing.  She de-
voted every summer during her 
college years to teach sailing at 
the Creek Club and makes ev-
ery effort to travel abroad once 
a year, a vow that she has kept 
since 2000.  Kate also main-
tains an intimate personal blog 
detailing her life as a single 
mother and chronicling Wyatt’s 
life.

Driven by the desire to once 
again make a difference in the 
lives of those around her, Kate 
was thrilled at the opportunity 
to join the staff of St. John’s of 

Lattingtown.  Kate looks forward to being a con-
tributing member of the St. John’s community and 
is extremely excited about her newest endeavor.

Conversation around the fire

Simon’s new dog Barney says hello to everyone.

Our New Sexton - Kate Scefonas

It was a cold night 
outside but 30 pa-
rishioners gathered 
and brought delicious 
food to share as well 
as their memories at 
another special event 
to mark our 150th 
anniversary.  The 
evening was referred 
to as “Reminiscing 
about St. John’s.” Kate 
our Sexton and Michael+ prepared the log fire and after 
a glass of wine and dinner we sat and shared stories. 
Ruth Colgrove and Amanda Schuster sat on chairs ei-
ther side of the roaring fire and we all listened intently. 
Indeed everyone was on the end of their seats. What 
happened was an evening of oral history (which has 
been recorded and will be available on our website).
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Welcoming Newcomers Looking for a Gift of Time
Since October, members of the newly formed North 
Shore Interfaith Lay Association (NSIFLA) have been 
meeting monthly, examining ways to develop mutual 
support for existing outreach programs. One goal of the 
NSIFLA, comprised of representatives from Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim faith communities in our area, is to 
continue programs already in existence and to respond 
in new ways when a need becomes evident. 

Recently, Nancy Polk, a NSIFLA representative from our 
parish, suggested that a real need for visitors exists at 
the Holly Patterson home in Uniondale. Nancy actively 
serves as an ombudsman at Holly Patterson and has 
observed first hand that many of the residents rarely 
have visitors and frequently have little or no contact 
with any family member. 

The NSIFLA committee is currently working on plans for 
a program of visitation that will help to meet the needs 
of these residents. Most likely there will be preliminary 
meetings for training purposes.  It is anticipated that 
volunteers will go to Uniondale as a team. 

While details have not been ironed out, it is time for 
you to respond if you are interested in being a part of 
this new ministry.  

If you are able to give the gift of  your time to this 
program, please contact Nancy Polk (516) 626-1882 
or Bobbe Maass (516) 671-3586.

Here is a checklist with some simple suggestions and 
reminders for welcoming new or returning members 
and for appreciation the gifts they bring:

Move over in the pew and share hymnals
Introduce ourselves to people we do not know
Watch for people standing alone during coffee 

hour and take the time to have a conversation with 
them

Communicate that at whatever the stage in 
their journey, the door is open for them to “come” 
or “come back” (people have often been away for 
specific reasons: it’s important to value and listen 
to them, to be agents of reconciliation)

Make sure that we have people’s contact infor-
mation and give them a parish directory

Follow up with people by email and shepherd 
them by asking them what their interests are  and if 
they’d like to help with specific short term projects

Invite the newcomers or returning members to 
attend meetings and classes

When we reach out to others and connect with them, 
we will find new life springing up inside of us.  As we 
see Christ come to life in each other, we can proclaim 
together,  “The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!”

�

�

�

�
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On Shrove Tuesday, 70 people gathered 
to share in our preparations for Lent. 
Delicious pancakes were made and 
enjoyed - some in the shape of Mickey 
Mouse with M and M features! Very lively 
pancake races were held with participa-
tion by children and adults. What fun 
was had by all!  

Father Simon and Father Michael shared 
some teaching about the meanings and 
traditions of Shrove Tuesday and Ash 
Wednesday. Children and adults gath-
ered in the cloister while we set fire to 
the palm crosses from last year and 
made ash for the next day. Thanks to 
Courtney Callahan and Hope Glenn and 
all who prepared pancakes and made the 
evening such a great one.

The Great Shrove Tuesday Pancake RacePancake Supper

St. John’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
May 3rd after the 10:30 service. All are encouraged 
to attend.

Qualifications of Voters: “All persons, eighteen years of 
age or older, who have been baptized and are regular 
attendants at St. John’s of Lattingtown’s worship and 

contributors to its support during the twelve months 
immediately prior to such annual election or special 
meeting shall be qualified voters at any such election or 
special meeting, provided that the requirements of the 
New York State Religious Corporation Law have been 
satisfied.”
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Greetings from the Sunday School and Godly 
Play team here at St. John’s! We hope that you 
are enjoying our journey together with God as 
we approach Easter. As we continue to grow and 
develop, we have been making slight changes 
to our children’s education programs on Sunday 
mornings so that they can run smoother and 
more efficiently. The latest change is that ALL 
children will now begin church with their par-
ents on Sunday mornings. After the first hymn, 
Sunday School and Godly Play kids will be led 
by their teachers to their classrooms. We hope 
that this will enhance your worship experience 
at St. John’s by providing a time for you to pray 
as a family in church and by streamlining the 
drop of process for you as well as for visitors 
and guests. 

As we begin to plan for Sunday School and Godly 
Play next year, please contact Michael+ if you 
are interested in teaching, greeting or help-
ing with attendance. Thanks so much for your 
participation this year. Our kids have grown in 
their relationships with God and we have had a 
lot of fun along the way.

Greetings from the Sunday School and 
Godly play team!! 

Ash Wednesday followed with good numbers of parish-
ioners and friends participating in liturgies through-
out the day. Our first Eucharist was at 7 a.m. and our 
last class finished at 9 p.m. It was a full day in church 
for sure! People showed up throughout the day to re-
ceive ashes with the words “Remember that you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.”  One young person 
showed up at 9 p.m. after hockey practice just so he 
wouldn’t miss out. A model of faithfulness for us all 
to follow! The atmosphere at worship was very mov-
ing and parishioners took away the Episcopal Relief 
and Development booklet filled with helpful medita-
tions and ideas for the season of Lent. In between all 
the services our Lent Theology School began with 35 
participants engaged in lively discussion on the theme 
“What is Theology?” This program runs throughout 
Lent. Contact the office for details.

On Saturday, February 28th a group from the 
parish took the train to Penn Station and then 
to Jazz at Lincoln Center to hear the Ebony 
Ecumenical Ensemble conducted by Bettye 
Forbes, the wife of former Senior Minister 
at Riverside Church - Dr. James Forbes (who 
came over personally and greeted our par-
ish group!) The music and atmosphere were 
amazing. Drums, tambourines, incredible 
Gospel singing and lots else.  We enjoyed our 
parish trip and sharing food and fellowship 
together. Watch the bulletin for more social 
events in the future. We are a Church that 
loves to be together in fellowship!  All always 
welcome!

Ebony Ecumenical Ensemble Trip Meditations and 
Ideas for the 
Season of Lent

March 22 Regular Class
March 29 Regular Class
April 5 Palm Sunday - All kids in Church 

for special family service!
April 12 Easter Day - No Sunday School
April 19 Regular Class
April 26 Regular Class
May 3 Special Sunday School Godly Play 

program with Michael+
May 10 Mother’s Day - All kids in Church 

for special family service!
May 17 Regular Class
May 24 Memorial Day Weekend - No 

Sunday School
May 31  Pentecost - All kids in Church for 

special procession!
June 7 End of the Program Year - Parish 

Celebration (Time TBA)

Below are the latest important dates to keep in mind 
for your Sunday School and Godly Play children:
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Almighty God, God of history makers, we 
thank you for your presence in history and 
beyond it. Thank you for this House of 
Prayer and everything and everyone that 
have helped shape it and craft it. Keep us 
attentive to our past, present and future 
remembering that you are the God of all in 
whom all history begins and ends. This we 
pray in the name of Jesus, the beginning 
and the end, the Alpha and the Omega. 
Amen.

rience in society and community, church, family, 
amongst friends and personal life. Will you join me in 
keeping a similar list and use it as a means of devel-
oping an appreciation for the Easter truth? The Easter 
Tomb cries out “You cannot keep a good God down”. 
May our Church ring with praise for God’s ‘out-burst-
ing’ in all of our lives and in our parish.

Happy Easter.  The Tomb cannot keep Him!

Simon+ Priest-in-Charge 

 The Tomb cannot keep Him! (continued from page 1) A Prayer For History Makers
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The World is Bigger - By Simon Foster

Head full of stuff
All seemed important

Until the seagull
Wide winged and majestic

Stretched and soared
Sea underneath

Teeming with life
Together proclaimed

The world is much bigger
Human being with all your concerns

Remember abundant life is everywhere
Atoms bounce, clam shells vacate

Fish swim and breed
Birds feed and screech

Two swans serenely float
A Golden Retriever ears upward

Keeps a brown eye on them
Then sniffs a rabbit or squirrel
Boxer or Lassie he nosily sees

 
Yes, Human beings you matter

Your stuff matters, kind of
But never forget life is inside

Outside, between, never forget
While you are occupied, preoccupied

Creation carries on,
Bursting, throbbing, wavingly, swimmingly

Around you, over you, beneath you
Growing, breathing, moving

I have come that you may have life
The Gospel cries out

Clam, seagull, dog, rabbit
Swan, tree, organ, organ pipe

Life in all its abundance
Life is more than our stuff

If we forget it we miss
Miss the truth,

The world is bigger
And the Source of Life

Much bigger
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Martin Luther King Day 2009 In Glen Cove
Simon+, Michael+ and Victoria Crosby all spoke at this very special anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
with the nation’s first African-American president to be sworn in  the following day.

Thoughts from the Gatehouse…
Lent and Easter are often experienced as opposites. 
Lent being understood as a time of lament, introspec-
tion and discernment while Easter is a time of celebra-
tion and uninhibited joy. While these attributes may 
be true for each season - this kind of characterization 
can easily lead us to essentialize Lent as a “sad” time 
and Easter as a “happy” time. We can begin to devalue 
and even avoid Lent as too depressing, especially in 
the midst of our own hardships and challenges in 
life. 

During a recent vacation in Utah, a different image 
came to mind that helped me to grasp the beauty of 
Lent and Easter in a new way. I spent much of my week 
skiing in various resorts around Salt Lake City. I rode 
the lifts dozens of times each day. I could not help but 
think of several iconic biblical stories that happened 
on mountaintops. Moses receiving the 10 command-
ments and the Transfiguration of Jesus to name just 
two. As I rode the lift to the top of the mountain I 
would become more and more excited to reach the 
peak. The peak, after all, is the most exciting place to 
be on the mountain. I could see for miles and miles 
around up there. Everything seemed right with the 
world! But after a while I would have a desire to return 
the the base of the mountain to regroup, to rest and 

to plan for the days ahead. I realized that being in the 
valleys was equally meaningful and indeed exciting. 
There was the anticipation of rising to the peak again. 
I had a different perspective on the mountains and the 
light and shadows in the valley had a very different 
quality than they did at the mountaintop. 

I began to think...perhaps Lent and Easter are not 
opposites - they are just very different perspectives 
from which we gain insight into our lives and our 
relationships with one another and with God. Living 
with God in community is like being in the mountains. 
Sometimes we’re up, sometimes we’re down. Lent is 
not a time to hang our heads and wallow in sorrow. 
It is a time to look within and take stock of where 
we have been and where we hope to go as people of 
God. If we take the time to appreciate the valley, the 
mountaintop becomes even brighter when we arrive 
there together on Easter morning. 

May the remainder of your time in the valleys of Lent 
be fruitful and may the mountaintops of Easter be as 
glorious and life changing as the first Easter was for 
the disciples. 

Grace and Peace,

Michael+

The best prayer is to rest in the goodness of God, knowing that goodness can reach down to our lowest depths 
of need.    From Julian of Norwich

Photos courtesy Peter M. Boudraitis Photography - Layout by Digital Printery
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Leonora Antonia Ronga and 
Troy Peter Steger

Alyce & Jason Panico at son David’s baptism

Baptism of Luke Gilbert

The Rev. Ronald G. Abrams
Reverend Abrams is currently the rec-
tor of St. James Parish in Wilmington, 
N.C. He grew up at St. George’s, 
Hempstead, NY. After completing 
his degrees at C.W. Post College 
and Virginia Theological Seminary, 
Fr. Abrams served as assistant rec-
tor at St. Mark’s, Westhampton 
Beach and then Rector of St. Ann’s, 
Bridgehampton. In 1991, he and 
his family moved to the Diocese of 
East Carolina where he was Rector 
of Holy Trinity, Fayetteville, NC be-
fore accepting the call to St. James 
in 1999.

The Very Rev. Peter Eaton
Dean Eaton was born in 
Washington, DC, and raised in 
the United States, Barbados, and 
the United Kingdom. Ordained 
deacon in 1986 in San Juan, PR, 
and priest in 1987 in Canterbury 
Cathedral, he has served six dio-
ceses as a pastoral assistant, col-
lege chaplain, and parish priest. 
He has been the Dean of Saint 
John’s Cathedral since 2002.

The Rev. Dr. Titus Presler
Parish experience in Massachusetts, where I 
was ordained in 1979 after General Seminary, 
included curacy at suburban Christ Church, 
Hamilton, serving several other congregations, 
and eleven years as rector of urban St. Peter’s, 
Cambridge. My wife Jane and I have four grown 
children. Mission in Zimbabwe in the 1980s led 
to a Boston University doctorate in missiology, 
presidency of the Seminary of the Southwest 
in Texas, and currently being sub-dean at 
General. I’m non-stipendiary priest associate 
at Grace Church, White Plains. A deputy to five 
General Conventions, I chaired the Standing 
Commission on World Mission and served on 
Executive Council.

Candidates for Bishop CoAdjutor:

On Saturday March 21st, the Diocese of Long Island will have 
elected a Bishop Coadjutor at the Cathedral of the Incarnation 
in Garden City. This Bishop Coadjutor will assist Bishop Walker 
for the rest of his years as diocesan Bishop and will then be-
come the diocesan bishop after Bishop Walker’s retirement. 
Simon+ along with Nancy and Frank Polk will be casting votes 
in the election along with clergy and laity from each of the 
parishes in the diocese. Michael+, who is canonically resident 
in the Diocese of Newark will be helping to count ballots dur-
ing the special electing convention. This is an exciting and 
important moment in the life of the Diocese. Please continue 
to pray for our bishops and for all who have worked so hard 
leading up to this election. “Come Holy Ghost, Our Hearts 
Inspire.
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Click for election results

Bishop Orris J. Walker, Jr. and Canon Diane M. Porter visit St. John’s

Bishop Walker made his Episcopal Visitation to us 
along with Canon Porter, the Bishop’s Deputy for 
Episcopal Administration on March 1st. This visit  
was a highlight of our 150 Anniversary year. A 
Festival Eucharist was held with processions of ban-
ners, ringing of bells, playing of violin, special choral 
music and a special liturgy. A presentation of flow-
ers and an Anglican Rosary by a teacher Courtney 
Callahan and the children of the Sunday School was 
made  to Bishop and Canon Porter as well as a vote 
of thanks from Tom Gimbel, Churchwarden thank-

ing both for all their care, advice and alongsided 
ness. After a rousing singing of  A Mighty Fortress 
is our God, Bishop blessed a new set of vestments 
commissioned by the parish on Father’s Simon’s 
anniversary of ordination to priesthood designed by 
vestment maker Colleen Hintz. Bishop and Canon 
Porter then cut a cake in their honor and to mark 
150 years of worship here. It was a glorious and 
happy day and one we will all remember for a long 
time.”

The Rev. Lawrence Provenzano
Born in the Bushwick section of Brooklyn 
on January 25, 1955, Fr. Provenzano at-
tended schools in Brooklyn and Queens. 
He holds a Bachelor of Science from 
the State University of New York and a 
Master of Divinity from Christ the King 
Seminary. He was received as a priest in 
the Episcopal Church in April of 1984. 
After serving as a curate and priest-in-
charge of Christ Church, Westery, RI 
and rector of St. John’s North Adams, 
MA Fr. Provenzano became the rector 
of St. Andrew’s, Longmeadow, MA in 
1995.

The Rev. Peter A.N. Sabune
For twenty-seven years, I have 
served in New York and New Jersey, 
focusing my ministry on jus-
tice, reconciliation and faith lived 
through service.  I serve as Pastor 
and Chaplain at Sing Sing; chair 
the Province II Immigration and 
Prison Networks; and serve on the 
Executive Council and on the board 
of Forward Movement.
I was Vicar at St. James’ Church; 
Canon at Saint John the Divine; 
Dean in Newark, NJ; and Associate 
at Trinity Church. 

The Rev. Caroline Stacey
Rev. Stacey was born and grew 
up on a farm in Essex, England. 
She studied music at St. Andrews 
University, Scotland before attend-
ing Berkeley-Yale Divinity School 
and being ordained in the US in 
1990, as the Church of England did 
not at that time ordain women to 
the priesthood. Mother Stacey has 
served parishes in New Haven, CT; 
East Lansing, Michigan; and New 
York City during her 18 years of or-
dained ministry. 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/79901_106323_ENG_HTM.htm
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clergy    
The Rev. Simon Foster, Priest-in-Charge

The Rev. Michael Sniffen, Assistant
office hours 

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

If you would like to talk to the clergy about any-
thing, need priestly ministry or would like to re-
ceive Holy Communion at home or in hospital due 
to sickness, please call to make an appointment.

In case of Emergency, please contact the clergy 
on the Pastoral Emergency phone when the of-
fice is closed. The number is 516 491-3936. The 
priest on duty will get in touch with you as soon as 
possible

A n n o u n c e m e n t s

THE CHURCH IS OPEN
Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12:00 
noon for Rest, Refreshment and 
Prayer.  The Parish Library is open 
at the same time.  Please come and 
browse, select a book, write - use 
your Parish Library.

PRAYER REQUESTS
If there is someone in need that 
you would like to have prayed 
for, please fill out a yellow “Prayer 
Request” card which may be found 
on the Chapel altar rail.  They will 
be prayed for at the daily services 
here. Alternatively call Simon+.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
If you or someone you know are 
hospitalized and would like a visit 
from the clergy, please call or have 
someone call the church office.  Due 
to government privacy regulations, 
the hospitals can no longer tell the 
clergy who has been admitted.

PARISH CARE COMMITTEE
If you are in need of temporary 
services for companionship, local 
transportation and transportation 
to church, pick up your prescrip-
tions, help with shopping or re-
ferral information to community 
services, please contact the Parish 
Care Committee.  They are a group 
of parishioners who have volun-
teered to help.  Please contact Janet 
Willis, Chairperson.

EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY SERVICE
ECS is the social service agency of 
the Diocese of Long Island with 
offices and programs in Queens, 
Brooklyn, Nassau, and Suffolk 
counties.  Professional/confidential 
counseling is available for problems 
experienced by individuals, cou-
ples, and families.  Consultations 
are provided on a sliding scale by 
appointment.  ECS can be contact-
ed by calling:
(631) 665-7701 or (718) 465-
8585.   Simon+ is the Vice Chair 
of the Board of ECS with Bishop 
Walker as Chair.
http://www.ecslongisland.org

Funerals & Memorials
Lenice May Holley Hertweck
Alma E. Harr
Sydney Holmes Bales
Georgina Ellen Moffat
James J. Reardon

Baptisms
Charles Bruce Posillico
Luke Gilbert
David James Panico
John Marrs Gillies 

http://www.ecslongisland.org
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